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Peewee Rules – U7 & U8 Division
The following rules are to be used by the SCYSA for house league teams.  The goal is for players to develop soccer skills and knowledge of the game. 

Younger age groups often find the interpretive aspects of the technical rules very difficult to follow, and also need assistance to learn the basic rules of play. The aim of peewee rules should be to gradually introduce players to the more technical aspects of the game as the players master the basic skills. To this end, the rules should be structured to allow the game to proceed as smoothly as possible with minimal interference.  This does not mean infractions of the established rules should be over-looked. The coach or referee alone makes the decision. (At U7 & U8 level the home coach acts as referee.)
Rule variations should be taken with the understanding that the players will eventually play by FIFA rules.

· All players must play equal time.

· Players should be rotated through different positions.

· No default wins; if necessary, mix teams and play anyway.

· Please try to keep the pace of the game going - quick throw-ins, goal-kicks; have subs ready for exchange at stoppage of play and minimize whistles; however dangerous play must be corrected.

· Games are played rain or shine.

· Home team provides the game ball.

· Encourage and enforce fair play and good sportsmanship from players, coaches, and parents
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Simplified Rules for Mini-soccer

Part I

Mini–Soccer primarily follows FIFA laws of the game, except for the following. The Mini-Soccer rules are broken down by age group, and are simplified for the benefit of the referees, coaches and players required to use them. In the event of conflict between Part I and Part II, Part II shall be deemed correct. For any rules not covered, FIFA rules shall stand.

U7-U8 Mini-soccer Rules

·   U7 play 3-a-side with no goalkeeper

· U8 play 4-a-side including goalkeeper,

· U7 play 2 x 15 minute halves,

· U8 play 2 x 20 minutes halves.

· Use a size 3 ball

· All free kicks will be indirect; no direct free kicks, absolutely no penalty shots,
· All offensive free kicks, for offences occurring in the penalty area, to be taken from outside of the penalty area, in line with where infringement took place,

· For kick off, goal kicks, corner kicks and free kicks opponents must be 10 meters from the ball (see abridged rules – part II),

· No offside calls except deliberate goal sitting, in which case – warn the player to stop,

· Fowl throw-ins will be retaken by the same player until, in the referee’s opinion, the throw-in is correct. The referee will instruct the player in correct form. If by third try the throw is still fowl, play on. 

· Goalkeepers may handle ball inside penalty area only. Referee will give warnings for infractions unless infraction is blatant or persistent.

· 6 second rule applies but goalkeepers should only be warned not penalized unless deliberately wasting time,

· No slide tackling is permitted. 
· One coach per team may coach on the field, (staying well out of the way), but never in either penalty area,

· Coaches may not manhandle the players,

· If necessary, one coach or parent only may remain behind the goal to assist the keeper in a supportive manner.

· Unlimited substitutions during stoppage of play, with referee’s permission only,

· All players must play equal time each game,

· Players must be rotated through all positions, with the exception of keeper, which all players will be encouraged but not forced to play.

· Goalkeepers must not play more than one half per game,

· No overtime or shoot-outs, ties are fine,

· If one team is short players, mix teams and play,

· All games are for fun; please keep all comments from parents and fans positive. Parents will leave coaching to coaches.

· Keep the pace of the game going, e.g. quick throw-ins, goal kicks and substitutions,

· Have substitutes ready before stoppage of play,

· Play will be stopped for injuries, 

· Cards will not generally be used however, violent behavior and continual questioning of the referee’s decision is not acceptable, and should be corrected,

· Games to be played in all weather (may be shortened or cancelled due to really bad weather or unsafe field conditions),

· Home team changes if uniforms are similar (reverse shirts, pinnies or alternate shirts),

· Home team provides game ball, visiting team supplies spare.

· Home team coach acts as referee. Referee will assist all players in understanding the rules.

· Purpose of the game is to develop skills and an understanding of the game in a fun and positive manner. Fair play is to be encouraged at all times.

· No standings are to be kept and running up of the score is not acceptable.

· Teams will cheer and shake hands following the game. 

Part II

 TC "Abridged FIFA Rules" \f C \l "1" Abridged Rules for Mini-soccer

The basic FIFA laws as they apply to Mini-soccer games, in their abridged form are as follow:

Law 1-The Field of Play

The field of play is smaller than FIFA regulation. Fields are usually school playground.

Law 2-The Ball

The ball must be properly inflated, round and the correct size for the age group. Only the referee will decide if the ball is acceptable for the match.

Law 3-The Number of Players

The number of players will be three-a-side for the U7, four-a-side for U8, 7-a-side for U9 teams, and eight-a-side for the U11 teams.  Each team from U8 up must have a goalkeeper.

Substitutions are unlimited but the coach must obtain permission from the referee before allowing a substitute on the field of play. Players should be encouraged to run off the field of play before substitutes go on.

Law 4-The Players’ Equipment

All players must wear regulation strip. During cold weather, tights may be worn under shorts, and an extra shirt may be worn under the jersey. We want the children to be warm, but jeans and baggy sweats restrict movement and should be discouraged.  Boots should be safe. The referee will inspect of the condition of the footwear. If he/she decides that a player’s boots are a potential hazard, the player must change footwear. The decision is the referee’s alone.

Goalkeepers must wear jerseys of a colour, which distinguishes them from the referee, the opposing team and from their own team. Only goalkeepers may wear peaked caps.

Spectacles are allowable, but players, who wear them, and their parents, should be advised of the danger of being hit in the face by a ball. If at all possible, safety lenses or sport spectacles should be worn.

No jewelry may be worn; it is considered potentially dangerous to the player and other players who make body contact.

Proper shin guards are mandatory for all ages to prevent injury. Shin guards must be covered entirely by the socks. 

Casts on arms or legs are permissible, if properly wrapped and not presenting a danger to others.

The referee is empowered to remove players from the field if, in the referee’s opinion, they are wearing dangerous articles of clothing or jewelry.

Law 5-The Referee

The referee has COMPLETE control of the match. ONLY the referee will make decisions relating to the playable condition of the field, time, infractions, acceptability of the game ball and throw-ins. (Referees should consult with coaches regarding field conditions, but the referee’s decision will be final)

Any harassment of the referee – continually questioning the call, complaining or over-ruling, particularly of young referees, by players, team officials or spectators must be reported to the club for disciplinary action. Team officials are responsible for the parents and spectators on the sidelines and are required to control any abusive actions by their supporters, and to assist the referee in enforcement of ejections. 
The referee will be the sole judge of whether goals are scored.

The referee shall determine the team to have possession of the ball at a stoppage of play.

The referee is empowered to penalize players or team officials who infringe the Laws of the Game.

The referee shall determine who may or may not enter the field of play, including coaches or team officials.

The referee may send from the field (including the adjoining area) any player, team official or spectator that he/she feels has seriously violated the Laws of the Game. If misconduct persists, the referee may abandon the match.

Law 6-The Assistant Referees

Each team will supply one-club linesmen to indicate when the ball leaves the field of play. (The ball is not out of play unless the entire ball is beyond the outside edge of the touchline or goal line; see Law 9.)

Law 7-The Duration of the Match

The duration of games is to be as follows:

U7: 15-minute halves, with a 5-minute half-time rest period.  Change ends at restart.

U8: 20-minute halves, with a 5-minute half time rest period.  Change ends at restart.
U9: 25-minute halves, with a 5-minute half time rest period.  Change ends at restart.

U11: 30-minute halves, with a 5-minute half time rest period. Change ends at restart.

Law 8-The Start and Restart of Play

Start of play will be decided by a coin toss, with the visiting team calling the toss. The team that wins the toss has the choice of end to defend and the other takes the kick-off to start the match. The team that wins the toss takes the kick-off to start the second half of the match.

The ball is in play when it moves forward.  Any movement by the attacking team into the 6-meter center circle before the ball has moved will require a retake of the kick.

If the kicker touches the ball a second time after it is in play, but before it has touched another player, an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team. 

If play is suspended temporarily by the referee (e.g. for an injury), a drop ball shall be given at the place where the ball was located when play was stopped. The ball is not in play until it has touched the ground. If a player touches the ball before it touches the ground, the same players will retake the drop ball. No substitutions are allowed between retakes.

A goal can be scored direct from the kick off.
Law 9-The Ball In and Out of Play

The ball will be considered out of play when it has passed completely over the touch or goal lines. Balls on, or overhanging the line, are still in play.
The ball is also out of play when the referee indicates, by the use his whistle that an infringement of the rules has taken place or a goal has been scored.

The ball is not out of play if it rebounds from a goalpost, cross bar, corner flag post or the referee, or hits a natural obstacle on the field, and remains in the field of play.

Law 10-The Method of Scoring

Goals are scored only when the ball passes completely over the goal line between the goalposts and under the crossbar.

If the ball bounces in off the referee while he or she is on the field of play, the goal must stand.

If an outside agent such as an animal or spectator prevents a certain goal, a drop ball will be taken from the outside penalty area line parallel to the goal line, directly out from the point where the ball was when play was stopped.

(Note: Coaches and spectators are not allowed in the penalty area or behind the goal/end line.)

Law 11-Offside

A player is in an offside position if they are in the opponents half, nearer the opponents’ goal line than the second to last defender (goalkeeper counts as a defender) and the ball, when the ball is passes to them by a teammate. (Offside will not be called until U11 play, and then it is modified to be called only in the offensive 1/3 of the field.) 
The offence is only called when the referee believes that the player is also interfering with play or seeking to gain advantage from the position.  A referee will often wait a second or two to ensure that all of the above is occurring before calling play back for the free kick.

A player cannot be offside from a goal kick, corner kick or throw-in.

Law 12-Fouls and Misconduct

Fouls and misconduct will be covered under FIFA rules, except as follows:

Any player that intentionally commits any of the following offenses with excessive force, carelessly or recklessly is guilty of foul play:

· Handles the ball deliberately while in play

· Trips another player

· Jumps at another player

· Kicks another player

· Pushes another player.

· Holds an opponent, including by grabbing the jersey.

· Spits at any other player (red card offense - removal from pitch)

· Strikes or attempts to strike any other player (red card offense - removal from pitch)

· Charges an opponent

· Tackles an opponent without trying to play the ball, especially from behind

· Impeding progress of an opponent, including the goal keeper trying to release the ball

· Plays in a dangerous manner

· Offside (see Part I for interpretation at different age levels)

· Touches a ball a second time after a free kick, goal kick, corner kick or kick off before it is touched by another player

· The goalkeeper picks up a deliberate back pass (kicked by a team mate) or from a throw in from a team mate
· The goal keeper picks up a ball after they have released it from their hands
Punishment shall be awarding of an indirect free kick to the opposition, there being no Direct Free Kicks or Penalty Kicks allowed in U7, U8 or U9 soccer. 

Law 13-Free Kicks and Law 14-Penalty Kicks

Free kicks outside the Penalty/Goal area are taken from the place where the infringement occurred (not necessarily where the ball was).  Free kicks for the defending team inside their own Penalty/Goal area can be taken anywhere inside that area.  No opponents may stand inside this area until the kick is taken and the ball must be kicked out of the area before anyone can touch it.  If an offence occurs to an attacking player inside the defenders’ Penalty/Goal area the attacking team will take an in-direct free kick from outside the area parallel to the goal line, in line with where the offence occurred.

There will be no direct free kicks or penalty shots.

Law 15-The Throw-in

The player must face the field, part of both feet must be on or behind the line, and the ball shall be delivered from behind and over the thrower’s head. Opponents must be 2 meters from the thrower and may not jump around in front of the thrower – preventing him from releasing the ball.

Throw-ins must be taken according to FIFA rules, with the following exceptions:

Retakes are allowed to help players learn to throw correctly:

· For U6, U7 & U8, unlimited retakes will be allowed until, in the opinion of the referee, the throw-in is correct. 

· For U-9 one retake by the same player will be allowed.

· For U-11 one retake by the same player will be allowed.

· No substitutions are allowed between retakes.

· The same player that originally attempted the throw-in must take retakes.

The player taking the throw-in may not touch the ball again until another player has touched the ball. Punishment for infringing this Law will be an indirect free kick awarded to the opposing team.

For a throw to be “never in” it must have never started to cross the touchline.
Law 16-Goal Kicks

A goal kick is awarded when the ball passes over the goal line outside of the goal posts having last touched a player of the attacking team.

Goal kicks will follow FIFA rules except that they may be taken from anywhere in the Penalty Area, there being no goal area marked or from a marked goal kick spot for U7-U9

A goal can be scored from a goal kick, but only by the team taking the goal kick (no own goals).

All opposing players must be 10 meters away from the penalty area until the ball is in play.

The ball must leave the Penalty Area before it is in play.

If a player touches the ball before it leaves the Penalty Area, the kick must be retaken.

Law 17-Corner Kicks

A corner kick is awarded when the ball passes over the goal line outside of the goal having last touched a player of the defending team. Goals can be scored directly from corner kicks.  There is no such thing as a “never in” corner – as it starts from on the field.

Corner Kicks will follow FIFA rules, except that opponents must stay 10 meters away from the ball until it is kicked

FIFA laws of the game

A complete manual explaining the FIFA laws of the game can be found at:

http://www.fifa.com/en/regulation
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